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Saline County History & Heritage
Society Begins Newsletter

With this issue Vol.1 No.
1 the Saline County His-
tory & Heritage Society
begins publication of a
newsletter to keep our
membership informed of
upcoming events and pro-
grams of the Saline Coun-
ty History & Heritage
Society and historical
events in the county.

We hope to have photos of
our meetings, spotlight
our members and share
information about the
history of our county.

Our journal The Saline
edited by Marlo Bush
Krueger will continue to
offer detailed stories of
interest to our members
two times each year.

This newsletter will be
sent to your e-mail four
times a year. The photo in

the banner shows the
second courthouse and
the third jail of Saline
County. The name of the
newsletter will be the
Salt Shaker since our
county was named for the
early salt mines in the
county.

This will be another bene-
fit of membership in our
society and we hope you
will enjoy reading it

It will also be available
on our new website which
will soon be live.

The Saline, the Salt
Shaker, and our Facebook
page will hopefully keep
you informed and enter-
tained on the history of
our beloved Saline Coun-
ty.....Steve Perdue

The above photo is of the
Saline County court-
house in 1906 courtesy of
the Steve Perdue collec-
tion .

SCHHS Sponsors Civil War in Saline
County Marker

Steve Perdue and mem-
bers of the SCHHS board
have worked tirelessly to
have a Civil War in Sa-
line County marker
placed on the courthouse
lawn. The marker was

acquired by a grant from
the Arkansas Civil War
sesquicentennial commis-
sion and a community
grant secured by Repre-
sentative Kim Hammer.

The marker will arrive in

December and the dedica-
tion will be held soon.

Special thanks is also due
Saline County Judge Lan-
ny Fite for his assistance
with this project.
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President Tom Blackburn Awards Certificate to
Outgoing Saline County Judge Lanny Fite

In the August 21, 2014 meeting of
the Saline County History & Herit-
age Society, outgoing President Tom
Blackburn presented outgoing Sa-
line County Judge Lanny Fite with
a certificate of commendation for
his outstanding support of the Sa-
line County History & Heritage So-
ciety. Judge Fite has helped the
society preserve county records, he
has helped the society secure a loca-
tion where the county archives can
be stored and preserved; and has
offered assistance for the society in
securing grants. Judge Fite has
encouraged the society to continue
to preserve and publish Saline
County records and provide assis-
tance to people who have Saline

County roots. Saline County Histo-
ry & Heritage Society has saved
many Saline County records from
being destroyed and has made them
available to people to search in their
quest for information on families or
events in the county.

Throughout Judge Fite’s 16 years of
service to Saline County he has al-
ways remembered the Saline Coun-
ty History & Heritage Society.

As Judge Fite leaves the office of
county judge to take a seat in the
Arkansas House of Representatives,
we wish him the best in the future.

Eating Out in Benton in the 1930’s, 1940’s, 1950’, &
1960’s

On October 16, Steve Perdue pre-
sented the program Eating Out in
Benton in the 1930’s, 1940’s, 1950’s
& 1960’s. The program featured
photos of Benton Restuarants from
1930 to 1960’s. Some of the restu-
arants featured were The Triangle
Bar B Que, DeSoto Café, Lone Star
Café, The Blue Bell, The Dairy

Queen, The Whopper Burger,
Snearley’s, E1 Cena Casa, Minute
Man, Post Office café, and many
others.

Here is a photo from that presenta-
tion.

Han

Downtown Mural of Benton,Arkansas Progressing
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Society Holds End of Year Dinner at Western
Sizzlin on November 20

The Saline County History & Herit-
age Society held its final meeting of
the year on Thursday, November 20
with a dinner held at the Western
Sizzlin restaurant on Military Road
in Benton. Seventeen members and
guests attended the end -of -year
meeting. Outgoing President Tom
Blackburn welcomed the group and
expressed his thanks to everyone
who had helped to make the society
a success these past two years.

A great time of fellowship was had
by all. It was announced at the din-
ner meeting that Steve Perdue
would be taking over the presidency
of the society for the year 2015. Ste-
ve Perdue expressed his thanks to

Tom Blackburn for his service to
the society and welcomed support in
the coming year.

Here are some photos from the
evening.

Above is George and Margie Akins,
Bob and Carolyn Wise, Leon Moore
and guest, Tom and Gail Blackburn,
Carolyn Earl Billingsley, and Marlo
and Jim Krueger. At left is Betty
Walden, Mr. and Mrs. Milton Scott,
Virginia White, and Linda Everett.

January and February 2015 Programs

Jan. 15th program will be presented by Marlo Bush Krueger on the Shoppach family of Saline County, Arkan-

Sas.

Feb. 19th program will be presented by John Machycek, owner of J & B book bindery in Little Rock. He will
review the preservation work done at the bookbinders. Machycek remembers the oldest item he’s worked
with is a French book that dates from the 12th Century.

SCHHS members are invited to bring a book that needs to be restored to the meeting for an evaluation.

The programs will begin at 7:00 pm at the SCHHS research center located at 123 North Market Street.

New officers and Board Members Take Office in January

A new slate of officers and board
members will take office in Janu-
ary.

Here are your new officers of the
Saline County History & Heritage
Society:

President-Steve Perdue, 1st Vice

President Shirley Coppock, 2nd
Vice President Freddy Burton, Sec-
retary Virginia White, Treasurer
George Akins. Board members Regi-
na Burks, Robert Edwards, and
Marlo Krueger. Editor of the Saline
will be Marlo Krueger and Librari-
an will be Pauline Brown. This
group will be assisted by volunteers
who keep the organization running.

Please renew your membership
to keep the organization going
by mailing your 2015 dues to
the Saline County History &
Heritage Society Inc., P.O. Box
1712, Benton, AR. 72018.

We appreciate your continued sup-
port.
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Arkansas Department of Historic Preservation to Conduct Walking Tour of
Downtown Benton on Saturday, March 21,2015

The Arkansas Department
of Historic Preservation has
announced a downtown
walking tour of Benton, Ar-
kansas on Saturday, March
21, 2015. The walk will be
co-sponsored by the Saline
County Library and the Sa-
line County History & Her-
itage Society. The Arkansas
Department of Historic
Preservation conducts tours
all over Arkansas to point
out significant historic
structures in cities and
town. We are very pleased
that this state agency has

pany in Bauxite c. 1910

-

chosen Benton, Arkansas.
We hope to showcase many
of our historic buildings and
introduce our historic town
to the rest of the state.

Rachel Silva of the Historic
Preservation department
will conduct the tour.

We are also hoping to soon
have a tour of our downtown
area on our website which
will highlight the historic
buildings and events of the
downtown area.

The new Mural will hopeful-

This section of the newsletter will feature photos of
places and families in Saline County, Arkansas.The

postcard below shows the American Bauxite Com-

-

Scenes of Saline County, Arkansas
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ly be complete by that time
and it will be one of the
highlights of the tour.

More details will be an-
nounced as the tour gets
closer. Watch our website
as 1t unfolds and the local
papers as we make an-
nouncements about this
tour.

The tour will begin at 11:00
am and will last until 1:00
pm.

This tour should be one of
the highlights of 2015.




